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We are pleased to present our 
2016 - 2017 tour schedule of 
Golden Eagle Persian tours, 
our third season of running 
in this stunningly beautiful, 
but hitherto extraordinarily 
difficult area in which to travel.

Here is an opportunity, with 
our well-appointed ‘hotel-on-wheels’ travelling with us, to 
experience a land that is as strong on visitor security as 
it is on cultural heritage, boasting more UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites than any other country in the Middle East. It 
is an adventurous undertaking which allows our guests to 
gain a unique insight into this rarely visited but extremely 
friendly country, as well as visiting many interesting places 
in Russia, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan.

Our first tours between Budapest and Tehran in October 
2014 attracted overwhelming media attention with 
headlines and pictures in all Iranian daily newspapers, 
on the Iranian news channels and to the rest of the world 
through syndicated articles and films put out by Reuters 
and Associated Press.  We estimate that five-hundred 
journalists visited the train during the first journey and 
around 25 film crews including Chinese and Japanese 
TV stations. 

During the tours we were met with nothing but friendly and 
helpful people. Without doubt nothing was too much trouble 
and the train schedule was meticulous, always arriving on 
time or even early.

There are many misconceptions about Iran so let me 
reproduce John Simpson writing recently in the UK’s 
Daily Telegraph:

“ Let’s start again, with a clean sheet. Think of a country, 
 largely cut off from the outside world, with a lovely dry 
 climate, sophisticated and charming people, superb 
 archaeological monuments, mountains, deserts, the 
 Caspian Sea. If recent history had been different, it would 
 be the India of the travel business, only without the 
 beggars and the chaos. Iran is, quite simply, the most 
 charming country I know.”

I hope you can join us on one of these ground-breaking 
tours to the magic, mystery and splendour of Persia.

Tim Littler
President & Founder
Golden Eagle Luxury Trains Limited

welcome aboard
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Rail cruising is a fantastic way to absorb the rich culture and cinematic landscape of the country. The 
programmes we offer are carefully designed to balance generous amounts of relaxation, while voyaging 
across the vast landscapes of Russia, Central Asia and Persia with sightseeing that opens a window 

into the soul and spirit of the places and communities we visit.

Thanks to the railway pioneers who drove railroads through 
some of the most inaccessible areas on earth, rail cruising 
uniquely allows us access to these remote regions; and 
whereas ocean cruising takes you to the edge of a country, 
rail cruising takes you to the very heart of it. 

We offer our guests first-class customer service, a romantic 
exploration of the world’s most remarkable sites and a room 
with a view that constantly changes. Aboard this luxury hotel-
on-wheels you can expect welcoming cabins, fine dining and 
elegant surroundings – no matter where you choose to explore.

rail cruising

golden eagle luxury trains

Kashan, Iran



travelling companions for pre-dinner drinks in the Bar Lounge 
Car followed by a meal, in one of the two Restaurant Cars, of 
local specialities and international cuisine, accompanied by a 
selection of fine wines. There is no need to hurry, the Restaurant 
Cars accommodate all the guests in a single sitting – so linger 
over coffee and reflect on the adventures of the day – or return to 
the bar for a night-cap and listen to the resident pianist.

Some days will be spent partly or entirely on board the train 
providing an opportunity for guests to watch the landscape 
unfold. The Golden Eagle offers different on board activities 
and facilities so you might spend the time attending talks on 
the local history and culture, trying your hand at bridge, tasting 
vodkas, improving your photographic skills, or simply soaking 
up the atmosphere in the Bar Lounge Car. 

Please note, alcohol will not be available whilst travelling through Iran. 

Each rail cruise is a hand-picked collection of fascinating places, 
and each day brings a new opportunity for discovery – another 
chance to explore your world in a personal and meaningful way.

On a typical day the Golden Eagle will travel through the night, as 
you sleep in your private cabin. Disembarking after breakfast the 
following morning you will be whisked away by coach or minibus 
to explore, for example, the sights and sounds of Samarkand, 
Mashhad, Persepolis and Tashkent, and at the end of the day 
return to the sanctuary of your hotel-on-wheels, greeted by your 
cabin attendants with complimentary refreshments. 

Enjoy a hot shower in your private en-suite bathroom and then, 
as we set off again to your next destination, settle down with your 

exploring remote lands
in style and comfort 

A TYPICAL DAY ON BOARD YOUR PRIVATE TRAIN
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what’s included in the tour price

EXPERIENCED TOUR MANAGERS
Our experienced Tour Managers are selected for their travel 
knowledge, and their linguistic and organisational abilities 
allowing you to relax and enjoy your rail cruise. We receive 
exceptional passenger comments about our Tour Managers and 
their aim is to ensure you enjoy every minute of your holiday.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE AIRPORT TRANSFERS
Arrival and departure transfers are included.

HOTEL AND ON BOARD ACCOMMODATION 
Although you will spend much of your time sightseeing or 
relaxing in the train’s public areas, you will find your cabin a 
welcome retreat at the end of a rewarding day. All hotels are 
of five-star standard, or the best available. 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER DAILY
All meals are included, starting with dinner on the first day 
and ending with breakfast on the last day. All departures 
feature one or two uniquely designed Restaurant Cars where 
you can enjoy the excellent waiter-served food and wine. 
Several times during the tour we will also sample authentic 
local cuisine with wine and a selection of drinks off the train, 
which is also included in the tour price. 

DRINKS WITH MEALS
A generous drinks allowance, both alcoholic and non-alcoholic, 
is included with lunch and dinner on and off the train. (No 
alcoholic drinks are served in Iran)

ON BOARD SERVICE
You can expect service which is attentive, friendly and 
unintrusive. Your car attendants provide housekeeping and 
bedding turndown services, with one attendant always on 
duty to assist you and to ensure you are comfortable in your 
cabin. Complimentary tea, coffee and bottled drinking water are 
available in your cabin 24 hours a day.

GUIDED OFF-TRAIN EXCURSIONS
The history and culture of the places we visit on our rail 
cruises will come alive through our expert local guides. All our 
tours include a wide-ranging sightseeing schedule to make 
the most of the time you have off the train and bring you 
closer to the culture, people and history of your destinations. 
We believe it is the special little touches that help create 
magical memories.

PERSONAL HEADSETS
On all the off–train excursions, to enhance your enjoyment 
and insights into the places you visit, you will be provided 
with a lightweight personal headset on which to listen to your 
tour guide as you take in the sights. The range of the headset 
means that you do not need to worry about missing any of the 
guide’s commentary on your excursion, even if you prefer to 
wander away from the group.  

ON BOARD DOCTOR AND MEDICAL FACILITIES
To give you peace of mind our tours are accompanied by a 
Doctor who travels with us for the entire journey; so you can 
rest assured that medical assistance is always available. On 
call 24 hours a day, the Doctor is on hand to give primary care 
as required. In almost every case, the doctor will be English-
speaking and registered with the General Medical Council in 
the UK.

PORTERAGE
As you only have to unpack once your luggage and belongings 
will stay with you on the train throughout the journey but, 
wherever necessary, porterage is included between the 
hotels and stations.

ALL GRATUITIES
You will not have to worry about tipping on or off the train 
on your rail journey with Golden Eagle Luxury Trains as all 
gratuities are included in the tour price.

As far as possible our tours are all-inclusive with no hidden extras. What follows are all those elements 
which are included in the tour price. The only extra items you may need to budget for include personal 
expenses such as International and Internal flights that are not included in the itineraries, visa costs, 

insurance, selected drinks from the Bar Lounge Car and laundry.
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A WORLD OF CULINARY DELIGHTS
A particular delight of the Golden Eagle is our beautifully 
appointed restaurant cars, a delightful venue in which to enjoy 
meals skilfully prepared by our Executive Chef and his on 
board restaurant team using the very best ingredients locally 
sourced. Depending on the number of guests on board, one or 
two of our restaurant cars will be on every departure. 

Enjoy the delights of an on-train breakfast each morning - the 
wonderful aroma of freshly-baked bread permeates the dining 
car, a wide selection of pastries, cereals, freshly squeezed 
orange juice and cold plates are available from our bountiful 
buffet. Alternatively enjoy a cooked breakfast brought to your 
table by our waiting staff, all complemented by steaming hot 
tea and coffee. 

If you are in need of a more relaxed start to the day, then opt 
for our continental breakfast basket with tea or coffee to enjoy 
at leisure in your cabin.

For lunch and dinner you will be welcomed by our on board 
team and enjoy fine food, great wines and attentive service 
in the welcoming atmosphere of the dining car. We offer a 

culinary experience that reflects the very essence of the places 
we visit, as well as highly accomplished international cuisine. 
Vegetarian and other dietary options are also available. 

During your tour, you will be personally invited to a special 
dining occasion, our celebrated ‘Caviar Dinner’, savouring 
gastronomic specialities including black sturgeon and red 
pacific salmon caviar.

All our meals at lunch and dinner are complemented by an 
excellent choice of wines from around the world, personally 
selected by our Company Founder, Tim Littler, along with 
mineral water, beer and soft drinks as well as – naturally – 
vodka. For that special occasion we also have available to 
purchase a selection of premium fine wines priced between 
$50 and $750 per bottle.

Meals on board are a relaxed affair as the restaurant cars can 
accommodate all our guests in a single sitting. Throughout the 
journey there is an informal dress code, so you can enjoy our 
culinary experiences in convivial and relaxed surroundings and 
with our open-seating policy you can dine wherever, and with 
whomever, you please.  

dining on board relax in our bar lounge car
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The social heart of the Golden Eagle is the Bar Lounge Car, a great place 
to relax and settle into the unhurried pace of life on board. Unwind in 
comfortable surroundings and watch the world go by as you get to know 
your fellow passengers and begin long-lasting friendships. Perhaps read a 
novel from our library to while away the time or challenge your friends to a 
game of bridge or backgammon.

Enjoy the delights of morning or afternoon tea in the Bar Lounge Car with 
delicious cookies freshly baked by our chefs.

It is here that our Tour Manager will also organise a programme of activities. 
Passengers will receive printed daily itineraries throughout the tour 
detailing train arrival and departure timings, latest weather forecasts for 
the next destination and information on the following day’s excursions and 
activities.  The occasional day will be spent entirely on board and the Bar 
Lounge Car and Restaurant Cars will host an entertaining and enlightening 
range of activities such as popular local folk songs and engaging talks by 
expert lecturers on local history and culture. 

In the evening enjoy the sounds of the resident pianist playing on the baby 
grand piano in the Bar Lounge Car. From time to time we also host special 
concerts and every night the bar stays open until the last person leaves.

golden eagle

relax in our bar lounge car
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- WELCOME DINNER MENU -

three-cheese pattie
on a bed of mixed green salad

 
zereshek polo

(persian-style chicken with saffron rice
and barberries) with olives and shiraz salad

 
or
 

roasted leg of lamb
with herbed mashed potatoes,

buttered green beans
and caramelised carrots & onions

 
selection of cheese & fruit

 
gundel-style crêpe

(with walnut stuffing and chocolate sauce)

 
tea and coffee



imperial suites
golden eagle
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Imperial Suites are the most spacious cabins available on 
board the Golden Eagle measuring 120 sq ft (11.1 sq metres) 
and benefiting from a large and luxurious double bed as well as 
a lounge area with dressing table. 

Imperial Suite facilities include a private en-suite bathroom 
with power shower and the luxury of underfloor heating, 
individual air-conditioning, wardrobe, DVD/CD player with LCD 
screen, complimentary fully stocked minibar, safe, small library 
and two large picture windows to watch the world go by. 

Exemplary service starts with a complimentary bottle of Dom 
Perignon champagne when you board the train to toast the 
start of your wonderful adventure.

Imperial Suite guests will also benefit from the option of a 
private guide and chauffeured car service in most of the 
places we visit along the route, the inclusion of drinks from 
the Standard and Premium Bar List in the Bar Lounge Car, 
a laundry service and room upgrades to the next available 
category at the hotels which are featured in the itinerary.



imperial suites
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• Sleeps 2 in King Size bed 

• Sitting area 

• Remote controlled air-conditioning

 and heating 

• Recessed lighting and wardrobe 

• Dressing table 

• Personal safe 

• Private en-suite bathroom with full power  

 shower and underfloor heating 

• Bathrobes, slippers, hairdryer &   

 luxury branded toiletries provided 

• Complimentary minibar

• DVD/CD player with LCD screens 

• Towels and linens changed every second  

 day or daily on request

• Complimentary tea, coffee and mineral 

 water available at all times

• In-cabin dining available on request

• Drinks from the Bar Lounge Car included  

 from the Standard and Premium Bar List  

 (excluding Premium Wine List) 

• Private car and guide options in selected 

 cities for off-train excursion programme

• Laundry service included

Cabin Area:  120 sq ft (11.1 sq m) 
Cabin Length: 17ft 4ins (5.3m) 
Cabin Width:  6ft 7ins (2m) 
Bed Width:  5ft (1.5m) 
Bed Length:  6ft 2ins (1.9m) 
Cabins per car:  1 Imperial Suite
  (+ 3 Gold Class Cabins) 

Configuration and styles of all cabins may vary

Imperial SuiteToilet Attendant on duty

Attendant off duty Imperial Suite & Gold Class Carriage Floorplan

Gold Class Cabins

Night

Day



gold class
golden eagle

 www.goldeneagleluxurytrains.com To Book Call +44 (0)161 928 9410 or Call Your Travel Agent10 11

At 77 sq ft (7 sq metres) Gold Class cabins are extremely well-proportioned and 
have everything from a private bathroom with separate power shower cubicle and 
underfloor heating to a DVD/CD player, LCD screen, safe, individual air-conditioning, 
wardrobe, large picture window as well as featuring a double lower bed and a single 
upper bed. 

Guests in Gold Class benefit from complimentary drinks off the Standard Bar List 
in the Bar Lounge Car. 

• Sleeps 2 in either lower standard double  
 bed or bunk style 
• Remote controlled air-conditioning
 and heating 
• Recessed lighting and wardrobe 
• Personal safe 
• Private en-suite bathroom with full
 power shower and underfloor heating 

• Bathrobes, slippers and luxury branded 
 toiletries provided 

• DVD/CD player with LCD screens 
• Towels and linens changed every second  
 day or daily on request
• Complimentary tea, coffee and mineral   
 waterin cabin available at all times 
• Drinks in the Bar Lounge Car included   
 from the Standard Bar List 
• Laundry service available at an
 additional charge

Cabin Area:  77 sq ft (7 sq m) 
Cabin Length:  11ft 8ins (3.6m) 
Cabin Width:  6ft 7ins (2m) 
Lower Bed Width:  4ft 5ins (1.35m) 
Upper Bed Width:  2ft 9ins (85cm) 
Bed Length:  6ft 2ins (1.9m) 
Cabins per car:  5 

Night

Day

Twin/Double BedroomEn-Suite BathroomToilet Attendant on duty

Attendant off duty Gold Class Carriage Floorplan

Note: the fifth compartment in Gold Glass is of a slightly different layout but with all the above facilities, is 68 sq ft, and is usually used for single passengers.



Cabin Area:  60 sq ft (5.5 sq m) 
Cabin Length:  8ft 8ins (2.6m) 
Cabin Width:  6ft 7ins (2m) 
Lower Bed Width:  3ft 6ins (1.1m) 
Upper Bed Width:  2ft 9ins (85cm) 
Bed Length:  6ft 2ins (1.9m) 
Cabins per car:  6 

gold class silver class
golden eagle
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Silver Class cabins, which are more compact at 60 sq ft (5.5 sq metres), feature 
a small double lower bed and a single upper bed as well as DVD/CD player, LCD 
screen, safe, individual air-conditioning, wardrobe and large picture window.

The Silver Class cabins have a private en-suite wet room with a washbasin, toilet 
and shower.

• Sleeps 2 in lower small double bed or
 bunk style 
• Remote controlled air-conditioning
 and heating 
• Recessed lighting and wardrobe 
• Private en-suite bathroom with ‘wet room’  
 style shower and toilet 

• Bathrobes, slippers and luxury branded 
 toiletries provided 

• DVD/CD player with LCD screens 
• Towels and linens changed every second 
 day or daily on request 
• Complimentary tea, coffee and mineral 
 water available at all times 
• Laundry service available at an
 additional charge
• Personal safe

Night

Day

Twin/Double BedroomEn-Suite BathroomAttendant on duty

Attendant off duty Silver Class Carriage Floorplan
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persian odyssey

April 17 – May 4, 2017

November 24 – December 11, 2017

Tehran - Persepolis - Shiraz - Isfahan - Yazd - Rayen
Mahan - Mashhad - Merv - Ashgabat - Darvaza Gas Crater

Khiva - Bukhara - Samarkand - Tashkent - Baikonur - Moscow

Tour Route
Southbound Itinerary

Tour Route
Northbound Itinerary

November 10 - November 27, 2016

March 23 – April 9, 2017

Moscow - Baikonur - Tashkent - Samarkand - Bukhara - Khiva
Ashgabat - Merv - Mashhad - Mahan - Rayen - Yazd - Isfahan

Persepolis - Shiraz - Tehran

Travelling along the Silk Road onto the ancient land of Persia, this unique journey takes in destinations 
that are rarely experienced by the Western visitor, which makes it all the more special. 
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  Voyages of a Lifetime by Private TrainTM | PERSIAN ODYSSEY

tour itinerary (southbound)

Arrive at Moscow Airport, where you are met and transferred to 
the five-star Ritz-Carlton (exclusive for 2016). Located in Moscow 
city centre, and within walking distance of Red Square and the 
Bolshoi Theatre, guests will discover a classic and sophisticated 
ambience within this luxury hotel. We enjoy a welcome reception 
dinner this evening, whilst you meet your fellow travellers and 
anticipate the epic voyage that lies ahead. 

Why not extend your stay in Moscow with additional nights to 
explore more of the city at your leisure or have time to take in 
a performance at the world-renowned Bolshoi Theatre? Tickets 
need to be pre-booked and are subject to schedule and availability.

This morning at Moscow Kazansky Station you will be greeted 
in the magnificent Imperial Waiting Room with a cold glass of 
Russian Champagne and canapes as you mix with the other 
guests and are welcomed by the train staff. The excitement in the 
waiting room audibly mounts and, 30 minutes before departure, 
your car attendants will escort you to Platform 1 where a military 
brass band is playing and the Golden Eagle awaits.

Today, we enjoy a relaxing day on board as we travel 
across the vast expanses of the Kara Kum desert. As well 
as experiencing the unique landscape, you can take the 
opportunity to chat to fellow passengers and maybe take part 
in a Russian language lesson.

Baikonur, formerly known as Leninsk, is situated on the 
right bank of the Syr Darya River and was constructed to 
service the Baikonur Cosmodrome, which itself was originally 
constructed by the Soviet Union in the late 1950s as the base 
of operations for its space programme.

This is a place filled with so much history from the launch 
of Sputnik 1 in 1957 and the launch of the first human, Yuri 
Gagarin, into space in 1961, to the current day missions 
to re-supply the International Space Station. On our visit to 
Baikonur we will visit the launch station of Yuri Gagarin’s 
mission into space.

Orthodox Church Of Christ The Savior In Moscow

moscow
RUSSIAD

AY
 1

kara kum desert
KAZAKHSTAND

AY
 3

baikonur
RUSSIAN TERRITORYD

AY
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moscow
RUSSIAD
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Tashkent is the capital city of Uzbekistan and we spend time 
touring this modern Soviet-style city which was rebuilt following 
the devastating earthquake of 1966. Our tour of the city 
includes the Old Town, where traditional homes and religious 
buildings line the narrow streets and here in a small library 
we’ll be privileged to see one of Islam’s most sacred relics 
– the world’s oldest Koran. This is followed by a visit to the 
Railway Museum and the Museum of Applied Arts.

Just the mention of Samarkand instantly conjures up evocative 
images of the Silk Road, more so than any other town.

Founded in the 6th century BC, Samarkand’s stunning 
architecture hints at its former status as one of the most 
important cities in Asia and is particularly noted for its 
architectural remains from the 14th to the 17th century, when 
it flourished as the fabled capital of the Mongol empire of 
Timur and his successors. 

Today we will visit some of its most significant sites 
including Registan Square, the refined elegance of the 
beautifully proportioned Bibi Khanum Mosque and the Ulag 
Beg observatory, one of the earliest Islamic astronomical 
observatories built in 1428. Before dinner we will return to the 
now illuminated and awe-inspiring Registan Square.

Bukhara is quite simply outstanding. Like Khiva, UNESCO 
sponsored the renovation of much of the city for its 2,500th 
anniversary in 1999. 

The highlight of this wonderful tour is a visit to The Ark, a 
fortified residence of the Emirs of Bukhara – the despotic and 
ruthless leaders who ruled until Soviet times.

We then travel out of the city to experience the Emir’s 
enchantingly named, Palace of the Moon and Stars. This 
evening, weather and time permitting, we will enjoy a barbecue 
on the station platform before our train departs.
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From Urgench we travel to the ancient city of Khiva, founded 
2,500 years ago. As one of the Silk Road’s most important 
trading posts and now a World Heritage Site, it lies at the 
crossroads of the routes between Mongolia, Russia, China 
and Persia.

A truly magnificent sight to behold, it rises out of the desert to 
reveal a wealth of impressive architecture. Stepping back in 
time, we discover its impressive mosques, madrassas, bazaars 
and minarets within Khiva’s ancient walls.

Ashgabat, the capital of Turkmenistan is known as the ‘Las 
Vegas of the Kara Kum’. Situated between the Kara Kum 
desert and the Kopet Dag mountain range, Ashgabat is a 
relatively modern city built upon the ruins of the Silk Road 
city of Konjikala and the Soviet city built after the devastating 
earthquake of 1948.

The city’s extravagant fountains, golden domes and towering 
modern buildings appear strangely incongruous in this desert 
setting. Highlights on our visit include a visit to the National 
Museum and Kipchak Mosque.

From Mary we transfer to the ancient and mainly unrestored 
remains of Merv. Once an important stopping point on the Silk 
Road, it claims to have briefly been the largest city in the world 
during the 12th century. 1794 saw the demise of Merv, after 
the Emir of Bukhara destroyed the dam which the population 
depended on for its water. Early evening we arrive at the border 
town of Sarakhs and it is here we make the important changes 
to the bogies as we prepare to cross into and onto the standard 
gauge tracks of Iran.

Following the change overnight of wheelsets we leave Sarakhs 
before dawn and an early morning arrival provides us with 
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the whole day to explore the sacred city of Mashhad, which 
is home to the Imam Reza Holy Shrine, the largest mosque in 
the world in terms of its dimension, followed by a tour of the 
Nader Shah Museum. Following lunch in the city, we will visit 
the Tomb of Ferdowsi, the father of Persian Literature who lived 
over 1,000 years ago.

After breakfast we alight in Mahan, where we visit the 19th 
century Royal building, Prince Garden and tomb.  We later visit the 
sanctuary and tomb of the famous, Soufi, Shah Nematollah Vali, 
dating back to the Mongol Era.  We continue by road onto Rayen. 
The 20,000 square metre Rayen castle is situated beneath the 
snow-capped Mount Hezar in the Province of Kerman.  A huge 
medieval mud brick citadel, it was considered second only to Bam 
before the 2003 earthquake.  Rayen displays all the architectural 
elements of a deserted citadel (it was inhabited until 150 years 
ago) and is extremely well preserved. It is considered one of the 
most interesting sites in Iran. We re-join the train at dusk in time 
for dinner as we depart for Yazd. 

Yazd is thought to be one of the oldest cities in the world and a 
centre of Zoroastrianism, a monotheistic faith founded in Iran 
3,500 years ago. Our tour takes in the Zoroastrian Fire Temple, 
Amir Chakhmagh Square and the 14th century Friday Mosque, 
home to one of Persia’s finest and exquisite mosaics.

This enchanting city, which served as Persia’s capital from 
1598 to 1722, is 2,500 years old and one of the oldest in Iran. 
As a crossroad of international trade and diplomacy, Isfahan 
has a rich mix of languages, religions and customs.

The city is famous for its silver filigree and metal work, array 
of great historical monuments, and its life-giving river, the 
Zayandeh-Rood, which has given the city its beauty. Isfahan is 
packed with some of Iran’s best sights and today we spend a 
whole day in the city, visiting the Chehel Sotoon Palace and the 
Vank Church in the Armenian Quarter. Following a traditional 
Iranian lunch we move on to Naghshe Jahan Square, a World 
Heritage Site and the second largest man-made square in 
the world, where the Ali Qapou Palace and Shah and Sheikh 
Lutfullah Mosques can be found. Here, the time is yours to 
enjoy the huge square and pick up a bargain at the handicraft 
Bazaar of Qaisarieh.

Following breakfast on board we stop at Sa’adat Shahr, for 
the home of Persepolis, another World Heritage Site. Perhaps 
Iran’s most important archaeological site, this ceremonial 
capital of the Persian Empire dates back to the 6th century. 
Even now, the ruins are extremely impressive. We also view 
the Necropolis (Naghshe Rustam). After lunch we continue by 
bus to Shiraz.
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Vakil Mosque, Shiraz

Shiraz has many strings to its bow: poetry, literature, wine, 
flowers and amazing gardens and fruit trees. A visit to the 
Quran Gate, Hafez Tomb and the Vakil Citadel are the highlights 
of our afternoon tour.

After breakfast we reach our final destination, Tehran, and 
disembark the Golden Eagle and transfer to the five-star 
Espinas International Hotel for a two night stay.

  

Our first port of call on our city tour of Tehran is the Crown Jewels 
Museum in the Central Bank of Iran Building, with its vast array 
of crown jewels used by the Qajar and Pahlavid royalty and the 
legendary Peacock Throne. Also we visit the Golestan Palace 
with its renovated Versailles-inspired mirror-encrusted Marble 
Throne Hall used for the coronation of the last Shah. Most of the 
remaining brick and tile buildings date back to the 19th century 
Qajar dynasty. 

On our final evening we will enjoy a farewell dinner and take the 
opportunity to reflect on our pioneering journey along the Silk 
Road to the heart of Persia. 

After breakfast, you will be transferred to the airport for 
onward departures.
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tour itinerary (northbound)

Upon arrival into Tehran you will be met and transferred to the 
five-star Espinas International Hotel (or similar) for a two-night 
stay. On the first evening we will enjoy a welcome reception 
dinner, whilst you meet your fellow travellers on this highly 
anticipated journey.

Our first port of call on our city tour of Tehran is the Crown Jewels 
Museum in the Central Bank of Iran building, with its vast array 
of crown jewels used by the Qajar and Pahlavid royalty and the 
legendary Peacock Throne. Also we visit the Golestan Palace 
with its renovated Versailles-inspired mirror-encrusted Marble 
Throne Hall used for the coronation of the last Shah. Most of the 
remaining brick and tile buildings date back to the 19th century 
Qajar dynasty.

Late afternoon on Day 3 we transfer to the main railway station 
in the city and board the Golden Eagle. Settle in to your cabin 
and later enjoy dinner as the train heads overnight to Sa’adat 
Shahr for our first stop at Persepolis.

Following breakfast on board we stop at Sa’adat Shahr, for the 
home of Persepolis, another World Heritage Site. Perhaps Iran’s 
most important archaeological site, this ceremonial capital of 
the Persian Empire dates back to the 6th century. Even now, 
the ruins are extremely impressive. We also view the Necropolis 
(Naghshe Rustam). After lunch we continue by bus to Shiraz.

Shiraz has many strings to its bow: poetry, literature, wine, 
flowers and amazing gardens and fruit trees. A visit to the Quran 
Gate, Hafez Tomb and the Vakil Citadel are the highlights of our 
afternoon tour.

This enchanting city, which served as Persia’s capital from 1598 
to 1722, is 2,500 years old and one of the oldest in Iran. As a 
crossroad of international trade and diplomacy, Isfahan has a 
rich mix of languages, religions and customs. The city is famous 
for its silver filigree and metal work, array of great historical 
monuments, and its Life-Giving River, the Zayandeh-Rood, which 
has given the city its beauty. Isfahan is packed with some of 
Iran’s best sights and today we spend a whole day in the city, 
visiting the Chehel Sotoon Palace and the Vank Church in the 
Armenian Quarter.

The ruins of Persepolis
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Following a traditional Iranian lunch we move on to Naghshe 
Jahan Square, a World Heritage Site and the second largest 
man-made square in the world, where the Ali Qapou Palace and 
Shah and Sheikh Lutfullah Mosques can be found. Here, the 
time is yours to enjoy the huge square and pick up a bargain at 
the handicraft Bazaar of Qaisarieh.

Yazd is thought to be one of the oldest cities in the world and a 
centre of Zoroastrianism, a monotheistic faith founded in Iran 
3,500 years ago. Our tour takes in the Zoroastrian Fire Temple, 
Amir Chakhmagh Square and the 14th century Friday Mosque, 
home to one of Persia’s finest and exquisite mosaics.

After breakfast we alight in Rayen.  The 20,000 square metre 
Rayen Castle is situated beneath the snow-capped Mount 
Hezar in the Province of Kerman.  A huge medieval mud brick 
citadel, it was considered second only to Bam before the 2003 
earthquake.  Rayen displays all the architectural elements of 
a deserted citadel (it was inhabited until 150 years ago) and 
is extremely well preserved. It is considered one of the most 
interesting sites in Iran. We continue by road to Mahan where we 
visit the 19th century Royal building, Prince Garden and tomb.  
We later visit the sanctuary and tomb of the famous, Soufi, Shah 
Nematollah Vali, dating back to the Mongol Era.

An early morning arrival provides us with the whole day to 
explore the city of Mashhad, which is home to the Imam Reza 
Holy Shrine, the largest mosque in the world in terms of its 
dimension, followed by a tour of the Nader Shah Museum. 

Following lunch in the city, we will visit the Tomb of Ferdowsi, 
the father of Persian Literature who lived over 1,000 years ago.

From Mary we transfer to the ancient and mainly unrestored 
remains of Merv. Once an important stopping point on the Silk 
Road, it claims to have briefly been the largest city in the world 
during the 12th century. 1794 saw the demise of Merv, after 
the Emir of Bukhara destroyed the dam which the population 
depended on for its water. 

Ashgabat, the capital of Turkmenistan is known as the ‘Las Vegas 
of the Kara Kum’. Situated between the Kara Kum desert and 
the Kopet Dag mountain range, Ashgabat is a relatively modern 
city built upon the ruins of the Silk Road city of Konjikala and the 
Soviet city built after the devastating earthquake of 1948.

The city’s extravagant fountains, golden domes and towering 
modern buildings appear strangely incongruous in this desert 
setting. Highlights on our visit include a visit to the National 
Museum and Kipchak Mosque.

This evening, the Golden Eagle makes a brief stop at Ichoguz, 
where we have the option to leave the train and make a short 
journey to Darvaza’s famous burning gas crater, a spectacular 
sight best seen at night.

Located in the middle of the Kara Kum desert where the area 
is rich in natural gas, the 70 metre-wide crater is known by the 
locals as the ‘Door to Hell’ and has been burning for over 40 
years. A unique experience that is not to be missed.
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From Urgench we travel to the ancient city of Khiva, founded 
2,500 years ago. As one of the Silk Road’s most important 
trading posts and now a World Heritage Site, it lies at the 
crossroads of the routes between Mongolia, Russia, China and 
Persia.

A truly magnificent sight to behold, it rises out of the desert to 
reveal a wealth of impressive architecture. Stepping back in 
time, we discover its impressive mosques, madrassas, bazaars 
and minarets within Khiva’s ancient walls.

Bukhara is quite simply outstanding. Like Khiva, UNESCO 
sponsored the renovation of much of the city for its 2,500th 
anniversary in 1999. The highlight of this wonderful tour is a 
visit to The Ark, a fortified residence of the Emirs of Bukhara – 
the despotic and ruthless leaders who ruled until Soviet times.

We then travel out of the city to experience the Emir’s 
enchantingly named, Palace of the Moon and Stars. This 
evening, weather and time permitting, we will enjoy a barbecue 
on the station platform before our train departs.

Just the mention of Samarkand instantly conjures up evocative 
images of the Silk Road, more so than any other town. Founded 
in the 6th century BC, Samarkand’s stunning architecture hints 
at its former status as one of the most important cities in Asia 
and is particularly noted for its architectural remains from the 
14th to the 17th century, when it flourished as the fabled capital 
of the Mongol empire of Timur and his successors. Today we 
will visit some of its most significant sites including Registan 
Square, the refined elegance of the beautifully proportioned 
Bibi Khanum Mosque and the Ulag Beg observatory, one of the 
earliest Islamic astronomical observatories built in 1428. Before 
dinner we will return to the now illuminated and awe-inspiring 
Registan Square.

Tashkent is the capital city of Uzbekistan and we spend time 
touring this modern Soviet-style city which was rebuilt following 
the devastating earthquake of 1966. Our tour of the city includes 
the Old Town, where traditional homes and religious buildings 
line the narrow streets and here in a small library we’ll be 
privileged to see one of Islam’s most sacred relics – the world’s 
oldest Koran. This is followed by a visit to the Railway Museum 
and the Museum of Applied Arts.
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Baikonur, formerly known as Leninsk, is situated on the right 
bank of the Syr Darya River and was constructed to service the 
Baikonur Cosmodrome, which itself was originally constructed 
by the Soviet Union in the late 1950s as the base of operations 
for its space programme.

This is a place filled with so much history from the launch 
of Sputnik 1 in 1957 and the launch of the first human, Yuri 
Gagarin, into space in 1961, to the current day missions to re-
supply the International Space Station.

On our tour to Baikonur we will visit the launch station of Yuri 
Gagarin’s mission into space.

Today, we enjoy a relaxing day on board as we travel across the 
vast expanses of the Kara Kum desert. As well as experiencing 
the unique landscape, you can take the opportunity to chat to 
fellow passengers and maybe take part in a Russian language 
lesson.

Our touring programme of Moscow principally takes us to the 
grandeur of the Kremlin – the spiritual, historical and political 
heart of Moscow – and to see the treasures of the Tsars in the 
Armoury Chamber. We also visit Red Square, an iconic symbol 
of Russia’s former military and political might with its eclectic 
mix of fascinating architecture, such as the ornate St Basil’s 
Cathedral’s magnificent onion-domed spires, the beautiful 
facade of the world famous GUM department store, constructed 
in Tsarist times, and the sombre and evocative site of Lenin’s 
tomb. Tonight, we host our Farewell Dinner at the Ritz-Carlton 
hotel, where we will spend one night.

After breakfast in your hotel, you will be transferred to Moscow 
Airport for your onward flight.

Why not extend your stay in Moscow with additional nights to 
explore more of the city at your leisure or have time to take 
in a performance at the world-renowned Bolshoi Theatre? 
Tickets need to be pre-booked and are subject to schedule and 
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Our Heart of Persia tour is aimed at our guests who display true pioneering spirit; a distinctive adventure 
by private train allowing you to immerse yourself wholly into the fascinating culture of Persia that will 

enthral and delight with the potential for a surprise or two along the way. 

heart of persia

golden eagle
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Tour Route

November 24 – December 7, 2016

April 6 - April 19, 2017

November 2 - November 15, 2017

Tehran - Mashhad  - Rayen - Mahan - Kerman - Yazd - Isfahan - Shiraz - Persepolis
Kashan - Shustar - Chogha Zanbil - Susa - Pol-E Safid - Tehran
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Arrivals day in Tehran where you will be met and transferred to 
the five-star Espinas Hotel (or similar). We will enjoy a welcome 
reception dinner, whilst you meet your fellow travellers on this 
highly anticipated journey.

The highlight of our stay in Tehran is undoubtedly the visit to 
the breath-taking Crown Jewels Museum in the Central Bank 
of Iran Building, with its vast array of crown jewels used by the 
Qajar and Pahlavid royalty. We will also take the opportunity to 
explore the city’s Grand Bazaar, situated in the southern heart 
of Tehran, it is a historical market with a seemingly never-ending 
maze of bustling alleyways. Overnight at the five-star Espinas 
Hotel (or similar) for a two-night stay.

We also visit the prestigious National Museum of Iran, opened 
in 1937, detailing many periods of the rich history of the country 
with some artefacts dating back approximately 30,000 - 35,000 
years.  Late afternoon we transfer to Tehran railway station with 
its huge portraits of Ayatollah Khomeini and Ayatollah Kamenei 
at the entrance to board the Golden Eagle, our home for this 
remarkable adventure. Settle in to your cabin and later enjoy 
dinner as the train begins its exciting voyage through Iran.

An early morning arrival provides us with the whole day to 
explore the city of Mashhad, which is home to the Imam Reza 
Holy Shrine, the largest mosque in the world in terms of its 
dimension, followed by a tour of the Nader Shah Museum. After 
lunch in the city, we will visit the Tomb of Ferdowsi, the father of 
Persian Literature who lived over 1,000 years ago. Dinner will be 
served on the train as we head south.

After lunch we alight in Rayen. The 20,000 square metre Rayen 
castle is situated beneath the snow capped Mt Hezar in the 
Province of Kerman. A huge medieval mud brick citadel, it was 
considered second only to Bam before the 2003 earthquake. 
Rayen displays all the architectural elements of a deserted 
citadel (it was inhabited until 150 years ago) and is extremely 
well preserved. It is considered one of the most interesting sites 
in Iran. We continue by road to Mahan where we visit the 19th 
century Royal building, Prince Garden and tomb. We later visit 
the sanctuary and tomb of the famous, Soufi, Shah Nematollah 
Vali, dating back to the Mongol Era. We rejoin the train at dusk 
in time for dinner.

This morning we travel to the desert trading city of Kerman. 
The city has a mud-brick core centred around the historic and 
very lively bazaar, where we will have free time. We’ll also visit a 
19th century old tea house and the Hamam Ganj Ali Khan, now 
restored and transformed into a museum. Wonderful frescoes 
adorn the walls and wax dummies illustrate the workings of a 
traditional bathhouse. Later this afternoon we re-join the Golden 
Eagle for dinner as we travel onwards to Yazd.

Yazd is thought to be one of the oldest cities in the world, dating 
back over 3,000 years, and we spend the day here. Our tour 
takes in the Zoroastrian Fire Temple and Silent Towers, Amir 
Chakhmagh Square and the Friday Mosque, home to one of 
Persia’s finest mosaics (both 14th century) and finally the water 
museum. Lunch will be served in the Moshir Garden Hotel which 
features a lovely Pomegranate Garden (Yazd is famous for 
pomegranates). We return to the train late afternoon.

Tehran and the Alborz Mountains
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This enchanting city, which served as Persia’s capital from 1598 
to 1722, is 2,500 years old and one of the oldest in Iran. As a 
crossroad of international trade and diplomacy, Isfahan has a 
rich mix of languages, religions and customs.  The city is famous 
for its silver filigree and metal work, array of great historical 
monuments, and the Life-Giving River, the Zayandeh-Rood, 
which has given the city its beauty. Isfahan is packed with some 
of Iran’s best sights and today we spend a whole day in the city, 
visiting the Vank Church in the Armenian Quarter. Following a 
traditional Iranian lunch we move on to Naghshe Jahan Square, 
a World Heritage Site and the second largest man-made square 
in the world, where the Ali Qapou Palace and Shah and Sheikh 
Lutfullah Mosques can be found. Here, the time is yours to enjoy 
the huge square and pick up a bargain at the handicraft Bazaar 
of Qaisarieh.

Following breakfast onboard we arrive in Sa’adat Shahr, for the 
nearby ruins of Persepolis, another World Heritage Site. Perhaps 
Iran’s most important archaeological site, this ceremonial capital 
of the Persian Empire dates back to the 6th century. Even now, 
the ruins are extremely impressive. Our final visit today is to the 
Necropolis at nearby Naghsh-e Rustam. After lunch we continue 

by road to Shiraz. Shiraz is Persia’s cultural Capital. Dating back 
over 4,000 years it is also known as the city of poets, literature, 
wine and flowers. A visit to the Quran Gate, Hafez Tomb and the 
Vakil Citadel are the highlights of our afternoon tour.

Morning finds us in the ancient city of Kashan where we visit 
the Fin garden, Iran’s oldest garden dating from 1590 (a World 
Heritage Site), and nearby Sialk Hills archaeological site, dating 
back almost 8,000 years and Brojerdi and Taba Tabaei - 19th 
century historical houses. Kashan is the most important centre 
for Persian carpets, so after lunch in a local restaurant we will 
visit the impressive and ancient bazaar to explore the exquisite 
carpets on offer, before returning to our train mid-afternoon. As 
dinner is served we pass through Qom and arrive at Dorud, in 
the foothills of the Zagros Mountains around midnight.

As dawn rises in Dorud, our comfortable Iranian train awaits to 
take us to the fascinating city of Shushtar. Admire the magnificent 
scenery as we meander through the mountainous landscape 
before arriving in the city late morning. We first visit the Hydraulic 
system that dates back to 590 BC and still provides water to the 
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town of Shushtar.  We move on to the Chogha Zanbil site dating 
back to 1250 BC and then tour the ancient city of Susa before 
re-joining the train for the spectacular return journey through the 
Zagros Mountains. Dinner will be served as we head back to join 
the Golden Eagle for our onward journey.

After breakfast we leave our train for a spectacular drive through 
the Alborz Mountains as we head towards Pol-e Sefid where our 
Iranian train awaits. This afternoon enjoy the ever-changing, 
mountainous landscapes as we climb the Trans-Iranian Railway, 
crossing the renowned Veresk bridge, hailed as the ‘Bridge 
of Victory’ in World War II, and the outstanding ‘Three Golden 
Lines’ spiral, as we make our way back to the Golden Eagle for 
our final dinner aboard the train.

This morning we visit the Golestan Palace (a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site) with its renovated Versailles-inspired mirror-
encrusted Marble Throne Hall used for the coronation of the last 
Shah. Most of the remaining brick and tile buildings date back 
to the 19th century Qajar dynasty.

Tonight we will host our Farewell Gala Dinner at our hotel, the 
Espinas, where you can join fellow passengers to reminisce 
on all the experiences you have shared together during this 
remarkable adventure.

Following breakfast you will be transferred to the airport for your 
departing flights.
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exclusive journeys.
all inclusive prices.

trans-siberian express silk road arctic explorer
Moscow - Kazan - Yekaterinburg - Novosibirsk - Irkutsk 
- Lake Baikal - Ulan Ude - Ulaan Baatar - Khabarovsk 
(Westbound Only) - Vladivostok

Moscow - Volgograd - Kara Kum - Khiva - Ashgabat - 
Merv - Bukhara - Samarkand - Tashkent - Almaty 
Turpan - Dunhuang - Xian - Beijing

St Petersburg - Kirkenes (Norway) - Murmansk
Petrozavodsk - Vladimir - Suzdal - Moscow

www.goldeneagleluxurytrains.com

To request a copy of our rail brochure please call 0161 928 9410 

or visit our website

The programmes we offer are carefully designed to balance generous amounts of 

relaxation, while voyaging across the vast landscapes of Russia, Central Asia and 

China with sightseeing that opens a window into the soul and spirit of the places 

and communities we visit.





Denzell House, Denzell Gardens, Dunham Road, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA14 4QF, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)161 928 9410   Fax: +44 (0)161 941 6101  Email: mail@goldeneagleluxurytrains.com

www.goldeneagleluxurytrains.com

golden eagle luxury trains limited

Golden Eagle Luxury Trains


